If you were serving on or before
31" December 1969 you can send
to the following address for an
application form for a veterans
lapel badge: Veterans Agency,
Thornton - Cleveleys, Lancashire,
RY5 3WP or ring Free phon6800
169 2277(UK only) or + 44 1253
N 866043 (Overseas) Fax01253

| 330561 (UK only) or + 44 1253

The Association of ==
No43(F)  #3%
Fighter Squadron &
RAF S

Newsletter March 2007

ANNUAL REUNION 19/05/07
Venue:RAF Club, 128 Piccadilly
Date:Saturday 19" May 2007 ~ 330551(Overseas)Email:

Dinner: 1800 for 1930 with Ladies : help@veteransagency.gsi.gov.uk
Dress:Lounge Suit: Miniatures

Cost: £32.50 per person (oSt ajr cdre Ken Lovett. 1953/55 died Alan Morton

maintained at last years level thank‘ﬁﬂy 2005. Alan Morton — On Squadron
to the bargaining skills of the 1941/42: a staunch supporter,
Association’s President Sir Rogep ¢ (Jock) McCandlish. 1975/76 designer and printer of the reunion
Palin!) died October 2004. dinner menus and Association
Vegetarians Please make your benefactor was, in 2004, presented
own arrangements with the club. 5 Pilcher-Clayton. 1931/34 died with a signed commemorative
Make your cheques payable tdo January 2005. picture as an expression of thanks
43 (F) Squadron Association& for his good works.

send them toBob lles, 35 Hillside Len Telling. (On the right)

Road, Aldershot, GU1l 3LX

Notice of attendance would be

appreciated beforé"May.

Gone ahead on Reconnaissance

In alphabetical order George
(Tommy) Atkin. On Squadron
1942/45, died February 2007.

Sir Peter Bairsto presents the
picture to Alan whilst ex CO, Air

Ex secretary. On squadron 1944/46, Cdre John Langer, looks on

died April 2006, (in conversation ] )
with  Arthur  Fishlock - oOn Inreply he said: For 10 years it has

Squadron 1925/27 - at the 200@€en my pleasure to design and
reunion, then aged 100). print the commemorative menu for

the reunion dinner also to mount an
R J Wood 1940/40 died March €xhibition illustrating that year's
2006. theme. Therefore it came as a
. . complete surprise to be presented
Tommy (far left) in Italy Gloria Finis with a graphic pictorial gift,
recalling my time at Drem with the
Honorary member and widow of HM Forces Veterans Badge  squadron. It now hangs in the hall

Jimmy Beedle, (the long serving of my home at Overstrand in
secretary and author of the 43(F) ‘Poppyland’, Norfolk. Every time |

Squadron book)Mrs E P (Betty) look at it an image of a young Tom
Beedle,died January 2007. Dalton-Morgan appears with an

even younger ‘fitter E2’ waiting to

Les Gear. On Squadron 1940/41,
died November 2006 — Les pictured
in the RAF Club waiting for

transport home to llfracombe the
morning after the 2004 reunion.

be detailed to serve on ‘A’ Flight.
My sincere appreciation goes to all
the membership of thAssociation
for this gift, which | shall treasure
for the rest of my life.



Radfan Hunters went into training mode to get thedeas, as well as the opportunity for
Of interest to those Associatiorchicks’ combat ready and refrestsquadron personnel to experience a
members who served on ththe core skills of the rest of 43(F)culture completely different to our
squadron whilst it was based awWhile this was going on, aown. Squadron members visited
RAF Khormaksar in AdenRay detachment was sent to Poland dbelhi, Agra and the Taj Mahal, as
Deacon, who served with 8EX LONE EIDER to practice well as helping several children’s
Squadron, is developing a websiteperating with and against theharity projects near to the base in
that deals with a very importanMiG-29 Fulcrums of the Polish AirGwalior where we were operating.
part of 43 Squadron’s history. Wd=orce.  This provided valuabldn all, Squadron personnel managed
found it well worth a look andexperience against a threat aircratid raise over £1500, which went a
when fully developed will be a richwidely operated by our traditionalong way in helping many of the
source of information for aviationadversaries around the world. region’s unfortunate children.
historians and other aviation
enthusiasts. Please, if you are abléhe summer saw the SquadroReturning home, the Squadron had
have a look at it. The author haselebrate its birthday in style witha busy few months of flying in the
provided a link to the Associationthe 93" Anniversary Weekend.run up to Christmas, taking part in
website and has requested inpithis superb event was a fittingractical Leadership Programme in
from anyone who have photographibute to all Squadron memberg-lorennes in Belgium and in EX
or memories of Aden they'd like topast and present and featured flyingWIFT PANTHER, a UK based
share with others to contact him bdisplays from a number of classiexercise designed to test the F3s
way of his website: and modern aircraft. The highlightapability to deploy and operate
www.radfanhunters.co.uk of the day however was certainhaway from home at short notice. In
the flying display and formation ofaddition to these activities 43(F)
43(F) Squadron aircraft, led by asquadron has had aircrew and
F3 in a commemorative all blaclgroundcrew on constant stand-by as
paint scheme, something that hgsart of our QRA commitment and
not been seen before and won't beas had a crew permanently
43(F) SOUADRON UPDATE  seen again! Atthe §0Ann|versary deployed on rotation in The
Our 90" year, 2006/07 has beeminner Wg Cdr Phil Beach and higalkland Islands. The Squadron
both a productive and eventful onwife, Gilly, said their official has also been on Very High
for the Fighting Cocks. Thefarewells to the Squadron on hiReadiness as part of the NATO
Squadron has been busy deployingpsting to PJHQ. Replacing him aRapid Reaction Force.
on exercises around the glob&C of ‘Stirling’'s Own’ is Wg Cdr
defending UK airspace as part dbcott Notman, and his wife EmmaThe next 12 months look like they
QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) Northwho the Squadron welcomed imwill be as busy as the last 12, with
and South, protecting British August. the Squadron taking part in another
Interests in the South Atlantic, TLP in Florennes and hopefully an
getting the next generation ofSeptember saw 43(F) Sgn achieveX RED FLAG in the USA. In the
fighter pilots and navigators combafiull combat ready status, making usummer the main runway at RAF
ready and has welcomed a new OGte only fully CR Fighter SquadronLeuchars is to be resurfaced, so
in the Royal Air Force! This43(F) will be part of the ‘Bolthole’
In March 2006, 43(F) Sgn deployedccolade was attained just in timeoo RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus, as well
to the UAE and Oman. On thidor the Squadron to deploy on whaas operating from RAF Leeming for
detachment the Squadron practicatlas to be the Royal Air Force’sa time and covering Southern QRA
air combat and trained with thdirst detachment to India in 43from RAF Coningsby. An exciting
Omani Air Force Jaguars. Theears. This high profile exerciseyear lies ahead for the RAF's
versatility of the F3 was alsoEX INDRA DHANUSH allowed Premier Fighter SquIorla Finis!
demonstrated by exercising witlihe Fighting Cocks to pit their skills -
UK Special Forces in an ECASagainst the pride of the Indian AilE-malil addressesNells address is
(Emergency Close Air Support)Force, the Sukhoi Su-30 Flankeunchanged:
Scenario, harking back to thevKl, one of the world’s most n43macindoe@btinternet.comine
Squadron’s glory Hunter days irformidable fighter aircraft. 43(F)is now:robertiles99@tiscali.co.uk
the Middle East! Sgn acquitted themselves admirably Our best wishes to everyone:
against this foe, as well as against Bob lles: 01252 333386
Shortly after returning to Scotland airage 2000, MiG-21 and MiG-23. Neil MacIndoe: 01252 792793
new batch of convexees arrive@he exercise allowed for a healthS: If you've an email address
from the OCU and the Squadromross-pollination of tactics andolease ddet us have it!




