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ANNUAL REUNION 16/05/09 
 
Venue: RAF Club, 128 Piccadilly 
Date: Saturday 15th May 2010 
Dinner: 1800 for 1930 with 
Ladies. Dress: Lounge Suit and 
Squadron Tie: Miniatures. Cost: 
*£33.00 per person.  Vegetarians: 
Please make your own 
arrangements with the club. Make 
your cheques payable to: ‘No 43 
(F) Squadron Association’ & send 
them to: Bob Iles, 35 Hillside 
Road, Aldershot, GU11 3LX.  
The joint Hon. Sec. must receive 
notification of Attendance by  
Sat 1st May 2010 at the latest 

~~~~~ 
Newsletter Timing 
 
It was decided at the last annual 
committee meeting to send the 
newsletter earlier than of recent 
years as some members have asked 
for more notice of the reunion date. 
So please do make a note in your 
diary just in case you think 
otherwise (that you’ve been 
reminded too soon), and might 
forget about it! 

~~~~~ 
Absent Friends  
 
R W (Bob) Allen: On Squadron 
1941/43 Died Apr 2009. Lt Col 
Tom Bouley USAF: 2001/03 died 
Jul 2008 (flying accident). Monty 
(Bush) Cotton DFC, OAM: 
1941/41 died Sep 2006. Arthur 
Fishlock: 1925/27 died Apr 2009. 
Charles Leitch: 1961/64 died Nov 
2008. Andy McHugh: 1976/80 
died Jul 2008. Ted Tallis: 1940/41 
died May 2009. Mr Wynniatt-
Gibson: On Sqn dates unknown, 
died Jun 2006. Flt Lt’s Kenneth 
Thompson and Nigel Morton:  
current squadron members killed 2 
Jul 2009 (flying accident). May 
they all rest in peace. Gloria Finis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Flt Lt’s Thompson and Morton 
The loss of these fine men occurred 
just days before the Squadron’s 
fourth experience of disbandment, a 
sad precursor to a sad occasion. 
However, the RAF’s premier 
squadron, as ever, rose to the 
challenge and, according to all 
those lucky enough to attend, put 
on a memorable farewell event that 
took place over the second weekend 
of July and on into the Monday 
when a formal lunch was given 
attended by many of the 43’s 
present and past dignitaries as well 
as a strong contingent of 
Association members. During the 
after luncheon speeches a Squadron 
cockerel mysteriously arrived on 
the top table much to the 
consternation of some and strutted 
up and down adding an occasional 
cockcrow when it thought it might 
improve on the content of the 
speeches that were being made!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACM Sir Roger Palin delivers his 
speech with  ‘Thruster’s’ help 

During these proceedings Sir Roger 
announced that he was to stand 
down from the Presidency of the 
Association and that ACM Sir Tony 
Bagnall had agreed to take over 
from him. So it is fitting that we say 
a big thank you to Sir Roger for the 
outstandingly good job he has done 
and to offer an equally big welcome 

to Sir Tony, in the hope that we 
shall enjoy his Presidency for many 
years to come. 
 
Remembrance Day 
Because of the Squadron’s close 
association with the city of Stirling 
they have been asked by the Royal 
British Legion (Stirling Branch), 
for the last seven years, to provide a 
presence at their Remembrance 
Day ceremony. This year due to the 
disbandment of our squadron, the 
Association was invited to stand in 
for them during their (hopefully 
temporary) absence. Our new 
President and Willie Marr (one of 
our most stalwart members) 
represented us. They are pictured 
here with Mrs Anne Blanche, an 
American visitor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~ 
Mr Allan Stewart on Sqn ‘41/43 

 
In a recent phone conversation with 
Mr Allan Stewart, who served on 
the squadron from 1941 to 1943 as 
an airframes man, I learnt that his 
grandson James, who is a senior 
NCO in 1145 Squadron Air 
Training Corps Dunfermline, was 
awarded the ‘Bill Reid Trophy’ for 
2008/09 (commissioned by the Tay 
Branch of the Aircrew Association 
in memory of Flt Lt W Reid VC 
BSc RAFVR). The trophy is 
awarded annually by the ACA to 
the top cadet of Dundee and Central 
Scotland Wing Air Training Corps. 
Also James has been appointed as 
the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet for 
2009/10. This honour is awarded to 
the most outstanding ATC cadet 
for, among other things, personal 
qualities, charity work and other 
achievements both inside and    
 



outside of the Air Training Corps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James (with the Bill Reid Trophy), Allan 
Stewart and the Stewart family 

James is presently reading for a 
BEng in Mechanical Engineering at 
Edinburgh Napier University. 
Obviously a young man with a 
bright future ahead of him and a 
son and grandson of whom the 
Stewart family can be justifiably 
proud – Note on Bill Reid VC - 
For those who have access to the 
internet and are interested to learn 
how this courageous man earned 
the VC read his obituary which 
appeared in the Times Newspaper 
on 29 November 2001.The URL is: 
http://www.victoriacross.org.uk/bbr
eidw.htm  
 
Relationship with Scotland, RAF 
Leuchars and the City of Stirling 
With the disbanding of No 43 
(Fighter) Squadron at RAF 
Leuchars on 13 July last year the 
connection between the “Fighting 
Cocks” and Stirling has been 
temporarily severed.  The Squadron 
formed in the shadow of Stirling 
Castle at Falleninch Farm in April 
1916 and, after training, moved to 
France and so began their 
involvement in the First World 
War.  After the Armistice the 
Squadron returned home only to be 
disbanded in December 1919.  
They reformed at Henlow in July 
1925, and were equipped with 
various biplanes, one of which, the 
Gamecock, gave rise to the 
Squadron’s emblem. They also 
earned a fine reputation during this 
period for their display flying.      
Later, equipped with Hawker  
Hurricanes 43 took a major part in 

the Battle of Britain, mainly in 11 
Group but also at Scottish bases 
such as Drem and Wick, and later 
flying Spitfires over Europe before 
moving to North Africa where it 
followed the Allied forces through 
Italy into Southern Europe. The war 
over it was again disbanded in May 
1947.  However its inactivity was 
short lived. They reformed at 
Tangmere in February 1949 with 
Meteor jet fighters, before moving 
to Leuchars in November 1950 thus 
renewing its Scottish connection.                                                                                                                                                        
The Squadron was chosen to 
introduce the swept-wing Hunter 
into service in 1954 and flew 
successive variants of this fighter, 
for a period as the RAF Aerobatic 
Team, before moving to Cyprus in 
1961 and then on to Aden in 1963, 
where, four years later in 1967, it 
was disbanded for the third time. 
The “Fighting Cocks” duly 
reformed with Phantoms at 
Leuchars in September 1969 as part 
of the UK’s air defence force and 
was re-equipped with the Tornado 
F3 in 1989. It continued to fly this 
aircraft until last July’s latest 
disbandment after having seen 
active service in both the Gulf wars 
of 1992 and 2003. In recent years 
the Squadron receiving the 
Freedom of the City on 4 June 2005 
has reinforced the connection with 
Stirling.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provost Fergus Wood with the 
commemorative print flanked by Willie 

Marr and Alan Carlaw 
It is hoped that No.43 (F) Squadron 
will reform at Leuchars with the 
Typhoon in due course, but in the 
meantime its memory will be kept 
alive by the Association. This is  
well exemplified by the recent 
 

presentation to the City by two 
Scottish members of the 
Association committee of a 
montage which depicts the four 
types of aircraft flown by the 
Squadron during its 59 year 
continuous association with 
Scotland and Leuchars between 
1950 and 2009.   Gloria Finis!  
 
Air Cdre Ian McBride, Chairman 

No 43 Sqn Association writes: 
The Squadron has disbanded on 3 
previous occasions in its history, 
each time to reform with a new 
steed. We all await announcements 
on the allocation of Typhoon 
number plates with a mixture of 
anticipation and concern.   By any 
measure the Fighting Cocks have 
an excellent case for continued 
service and all we can do now is 
wait.   It is interesting to reflect on 
the fact that the reformation of the 
Squadron after each previous 
disbandment has resulted in an 
influx of new personnel, the 
conversion to a new aircraft type 
and the adoption of a new base.  
 Against this background it is 
remarkable that the unique 
character and spirit of the Fighting 
Cocks has continued unabated 
much to the exasperation of 
successive station commanders 
who, whilst admiring the squadron 
and its achievements, would have 
preferred a quieter life!  That said, 
the current interregnum has another 
dimension, namely the relationship 
with the City of Stirling.   Whilst 
the Squadron is off the line there 
will arise occasions when the City 
may wish to keep the relationship 
alive and involve the Association in 
a representational capacity, as on 
Remembrance Day (see earlier), but 
we look forward to the day when 
the Squadron can resume these 
duties on its own account. 

 
WEBSITE 

www.43sqdn-association.com 
Best wishes from Bob & Neil 
Robertiles99@tiscali.co.uk 

n43macindoe@btinternet.com 
 
 



 
 

 
Addenda to the 2010 newsletter 

 
43(F) Squadron History Update  

 
 

The last edition of the history of 43 Squadron written by Jimmy Beedle covers the period from 1916 to 1983.  Sadly Jimmy 

is no longer with us but to mark the end of the Tornado era a further edition is being produced covering the years 1983 to 

2009.  We have already received information for the book from representatives covering much of this later period as well 

as photographs covering both the Phantom and Tornado eras although more would be appreciated to give a more 

balanced coverage throughout the last 25 years or so. 

Those of you who have read Jimmy’s book will be familiar with his informal, jaunty style that relies heavily on personal 

experiences and amusing incidents.  Whilst details of experiences on active service operations and other major 

deployments will feature prominently in the new edition, light-hearted and anecdotal recollections that reflect the spirit and 

atmosphere of 43 are of equal importance if Jimmy’s style is to be maintained.  We would be most grateful for any 

contribution that members who served during this later period might be able to provide.  We are also keen to hear from any 

members who may have original copies of the illustrations used in the first and second editions to enable the best possible 

quality of images to be included in the new book.   

 

If you can help, please contact Wg Cdr Andy Moir on 01420 562380 or at andrew.d.moir@googlemail.com 

 
Bristol University Air Squadron  

 
Are you a former student member of Bristol UAS?  Or were you an instructor on the squadron? If so, you may like to know 

that there will be a first-ever Reunion buffet lunch at the RAF Club on Thursday 18th March.  Tickets are £30 single, £50 

double. For further info, contact Paul Came at paul@woodlandsride.plus.com or on 01344 620649. 

 

*Note on Meal Cost  
 
The RAF Club has yet to decide the meal pricing for 2010 although our recent experience suggests that there may be an 

above-inflation rise again this year.  Neil MacIndoe – who looks after this side of things for the Association – has been 

endeavouring for a number of weeks now to get a firm costing, but without success so the price that we’ve given is our best 

guess and may be subject to change.  We shall be reviewing our choice of location for 2011 and would welcome any 

suggestions or recommendations (in London) from members. 

 
Members Postal Addresses  

 
Please check to see if the postal address we’ve used to send the newsletter to you is correct, if not, kindly provide us with 

an update. The postal costs are a major expenditure to the Association so it is important that money is not wasted by 

having post returned to us as ‘not known at this address’ and, perhaps more importantly, if you have an E-mail address do 

let us know what it is because it would mean an important saving to Association funds if we were able to contact you 

electronically rather than use the expensive alternative.  

 

Finally if you’d prefer to be removed from our mail ing list please do let us know. 

 

 


